DISGRACE   ABOUNDING
replaced by other proposals of a kind which I had not con-
templated at all ... Honourable members will realize the
perplexity in which I found myself faced with this totally
unexpected situation.
Ah me, these surprises, these expectations, these 'profound
shocks', this perplexity. Not even the Chief Economic Adviser
could foresee them. We foresaw them, the little group of English-
men who had lived abroad and heard that one about 'sparing an
old man* on the radio. We knew that the British Prime Minister
was due to get a severe jolt when he paid his second visit. We
knew the method — don't give your opponent a second's rest, get
him groggy, pile blow on blow, bewilder him, drive him into his
corner so that he can't duck under your arm. Any one of your
specialists, any single Englishman who has lived for a number of
years in Germany, could have told you what to expect. But you
will not listen, you know better.
So Mr, Chamberlain found, instead of a quiet chat about the
manner of carrying out the surrender of territory which had
already been forced on Prague, 'an ultimatum* going far beyond
those proposals, demanding the evacuation and occupation of the
whole area forthwith. He thought it would 'profoundly shock
public opinion in neutral countries', he 'bitterly reproached the
Chancellor for his failure to respond in any way to the efforts I
had made to secure peace'. On the other hand, he was informed
'with great earnestness that this was the last of Herr Hitler's
territorial ambitions in Europe, and that he had no wish to include
in the Reich people of other races than Germans'. He had 'no
hesitation' in saying that 'after the personal contact I established
with Herr Hitler' — through an interpreter — *I believe he means
what he says when he states that'.
Is it worth while repeating, once again, all the things that have
been said, all the things that have been without hesitation be-
lieved? Perhaps it is. Here goes.
On May 2ist, 1935, Hitler said;
The German Government will scrupulously respect every
treaty voluntarily signed, even if concluded before its entry
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